Chapter Set en
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION*
The romance of industry has its heroes no less than
wars or voyages of exploration or empire-building.
Men of inventive talent, thrilled by the great mechani-
cal discoveries of a stirring age, were attracted into a field
where glittering prizes dazzled the imagination. The spirit
of adventure which had inspired the Elizabethan seamen in
the sixteenth century now found expression in the longing
to wrest from nature her coveted and closely-guarded
secrets. The inventors opened a vital chapter in our island
story, of which the pages are inscribed with a galaxy of
momentous achievements: but their importance is not con-
fined to England. Among the great events that have shaped
the destiny of mankind, a distinctive place will always be
assigned to the series of inventions which have subjected
natural forces to the service of man. The historian sees in
these inventions the climax of centuries of economic develop-
ment. The economist is concerned with their effects which
are writ large over the whole face of modern society. The
inventions substituted for human energy the machine work-
ing under human guidance; and they have produced far-
reaching consequences of which it is the purpose here to
attempt some estimate.
It is tempting to dramatize great events; we picture them
as thunderbolts emerging out of a clear blue sky; our minds
are impressed by their apparent unexpectedness. Yet to the
historian this attitude is profoundly untrue to historical
realities. Where the popular imagination visualizes a swift
transformation of the social or political landscape, the his-
torian is conscious of a process of gradual change in which
the old is blended almost imperceptibly with the new.
Hence to view the 'Industrial Revolution* in its proper per-
spective, we must first discard the current cliches that
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